The Library of Congress” 
EARL Y STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


OF 


- GOVERNOR Z. E MOODY 


vo 


Delivered before the two Houses of the 


LEGISLATIVE ‘ASSEMBLY 


m 


OF THE 


STATE OF OREGON, 


ON 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1882. 


SALEM, OREGON: 
W. H. BYARS, STATE.PRINTER, 
1882, à 


x 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS, 


2 


SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES !— 


Having been chosen at the recent election to the high and honor- 
able position of chief executive of this State, and having just ta- 
ken the oath of office, before entering upon its duties I desire to make 
due acknowledgment of my appreciation of the honor conferred, and 
to express my gratitude toward those from whom I have received this 
distinguished mark of confidence. But, mingled with this feeling of 
-gratitude, is the consciousness of responsibilities accepted and duties 
to be performed corresponding in magnitude to the honor of the high 
trast which 1 fear may be greatly disproportionate to my ability.! Re- 
lying, however, upon your aid and co-operation in the discharge of 
these obligations, I promise a faithful endeavor to promote- the pros- 
perity of the State and the happiness of the people. : 

By the Constitution of the State it is made the duty of the “ Gov- 
ernor from time to time to give to the Legislative Assembly infúrma- 
tion touching “the condition of the State, and recommend such meas- 
ures as he shall judge to be expedient.” By common custom the cir- 
cumstances under which I appear before you to-day excuse me from 
entering at this time into a consideration in detail of the condition 
and wants of the State. Shonld specific suggestions seem to be de- 
manded during your session, I shall consider it my duty to communi- 
cate the same to you by a special message, but I feel assured that the 
familiarity which most of you have with the reqnirements of the State 
will render special recommendation by me unnecessary. 

In the recent campaign in this State a clause was inserted in the 
platform of each ot the political parties asking for the enactment of a 
law that the compensation of county officers may be commensurate 
with the service rendered. A demand so unanimous should .not pass 
unheeded; I would suggest that early in the session a joint commit- 
tee from the two houses be selected to consider the subject and pre- 
pare and present some bill that will meet the demands of the people, 
preserve the efficiency of the public service, and be just to the of- 
ficers concerned. , 

_ My predecessor, in-his message just delivered, has called your atten- 
tion to the inadequacy of our present assessment laws to secure uni- 
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formity of taxation thronghout the State, as required by the Constita- 
tion. His suggestions on that subject I trust will receive your earn- 
est attention. 

_ The burdens of government should rest equally upon all sections of 
the State. No class of persons should be exempt from their just pro- 
portion thereof. While public expenditures should be kept down to 
the lowest limit consistent with efliciency, taxation should always be 
sufficient, when supplemented from the various minor resources off 
revenue provided by ‚the constitution and laws, to meet the exigencies 
of administration. But the utmost care should be exercised by the 
law-making power to secure eqnality of taxation, to the end that every 
member of society may bear his just proportion. The most casnal ac- 
quaintance with the-results attained under the present law must con- 
vince you of its utter inefficiency, and of the need of a radical change 
in its provisions. This is one of the most important questions with 
which yon have to deal, and one which most vitally affects the interests 
of the people. The defects of the present system are so apparent, and 
the demands for its revision so universal that they cannot be ignored. 
Should yon be satisfied of the injnstice of the law as it now stands and 
that the burdens of taxation are unequally imposed, I trust it will be 
sufficient to demand vonr early and earnest attention. 

~ The condition requisite for the promotion of publie welfare and the 
economical admimetration of government Are precisely the same as 
those essential to the success of private affairs; neither can permanent- 
ly succeed unless the income is fully equal to the expenditure. 

The advanced position vor young common vealth has attained is 
largely owing to our system of fiee schools, It 1s possessed of an irre- 
ducible school fand, the interest of whieh is ample for a school in each 
district in the State three months-each year, thereby enabling each and 
every child in the State to obtain a common school education tree, 
Whi'e we have an established fund tor University. Agricultural Gol- 
lege, and common schools, that, owing to the rapid growth ef our pup- 
ulation, may need additional aid. We have no permanent fund for 
either blind or deaf and dumb, each Legislative Assembly making such 
provision as is deemed sufficient. l trust that these institutions of 
learning will have your careful attention, and that each will receive 
such assistance at your bands as will enable them still to continue, so 
that the nnfortunate classes may enjoy the benefit of an education, and 
strength and solidity may be added to dur government in, the affections 
of the people. 

Under the Constitution a new apportionment for the members of 
the two Honses, based on the recent State census, will devulve upon 
you. The performance of this duty will call out your dispassionate 
consideration, I trust that no party bias will control yonr minds in 
this deliberation, and that you will seeto it that all portions of the 
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State have just and equal representation, which will be in accordance 
with the Constitution and views_of the founders of our Government 
and free institutions. 

The subject of immigration and labor has engaged much attention 
the past few years. Owing to our isolated location and the expense 
of reaching here from the Eastern States and Enrope,‘immigration 
from Asia has been attracted here, and in a great measure has monop- 
olized all avenues of labor, but. through the energy of our efficient 
representatives, a restrictive law was passed at the Jast session of Con- 
gress, which prohibits the flooding of our fair State with a Chinese 

* population; and the early completion of our railroads will afford the 
laboring people and immigrants of our older States and Europe an 
opportunity ta remove at moderate esst to this coast. They will settle 
our country, fill up the avenues of labor with those who will make 
this State their home, add to our permanent population and wealth, 
bring np families among us, and meet the responsibilities and dis- 

_charge the duties of a free citizenship. i 5; 

Railway companies and all other corporations engaged in public 
enterprises shonld be controlled by statute in such a manuer as will 
work tor the best interests of State and corporation. While corporate 
property should bear the same burden of taxation as the State exacts 
from the citizen, it is also entitled to the same protection. It should 
be the policy of the State to encourage by wise legislation the invest- 
ment of foreign capital. Every dollar of such capital, whether in- 
vested in railraads, manufacturing, mining ur navigation adds so much 

‘to the permanent wealth and taxable property of the State. i 

The people have given unmistakable evidence of their approval of 
the doctrine expressed in the resolution “ that we hold all corporations 
strictly responsible to their liabilities under the law, and recognize the 
right of the Legislature to enact all reasonable limitations on corpor- 
ate powers.” Legislation upon this subject, since it must materially 
affect the futnre growth of the State, should be well considered. 

In our carlier history the rivers were the only public highways over 
which our products songht market. Owing, however, to natural 
obstructions the transportation was ditticult and expensive, but since the 
constiuction by State aid of locks at Oregon City, hanspurtation of 
products of the Willamette valley is made easy and the early comple- 
tion of the locks at the Cascades and The Dalles will place eastern 
Oregon on an equal tooting and will invite healthy competition upon 
the navigable waters of our northern boarder, and the commerce of the 
entire State will have a free highway to the sea, the grain and wool 
interests reaping the greatest benefits. Hence it is ot great importance 
that the people of Oregon, through you, should instruct their represen- 
tatives In Congress to continue their utniost endeavors that we may 
obtain our just proportion of the money expended for internal improve- 
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ments and that it may be so distributed as will be most beneficial to 
the greatest commercial interests of the entire State. . 

The condition of our various public institutions and State finances 
has been fully presented by the executive whose creditable administra- 
tion terminated this day. Letme congratulate you and the people 
upon the progress of our young State and on her promising future. 
The most western State of the Union and one of the youngest in the 
great sisterhood of States, she is now entering upon a career that bids, 
fair soon to place her upon an eqnality with the oldest and wealthiest 
States. Already the telegraph has bonnd her to the remotest, parts of 
the habitable globe, and with railroads penetrating almost every county 
and now the northern tratis-continental railroad traversing our entire 
border, reaching ont to meet the great railroad system of the eastern 
States. We feel that we are no longer merely in name, but in reality, 
a part and parcel of the great American Union. With a salabrious 
climate, rich aud fertile soil, always yielding to the good husbandman 
abundant harvests; large and valuable coal and mineral deposits under- 
lying a large portion of her surface; water-power free and ample tor 
the world’s machinery, and in addition to all these natural advantages, 
possessing an excellent system of free schools, Oregon offers more 
than ordinary inducements to those seeking homes. Those great advan- 
tages, and the possibilities they suggest, remind me that to perform the 
executive duties well and with equal justice to all, will require the 
most comprehensive experience and administrative capacity. Conscions 
that this experience is denied me, 1 shall hope for the aid and support _ 
which the Legislative Assembly and all citizens can render, trusting 
tor guidance and direction in that Divine Providence who holds the 
destiny of all ntaions in His hand. , 

In the midst of our prosperity we should not be forgetful of the 
great affliction that lately befell our nation in the death of its chief 
magistrate, stricken down by a cowardly assassin, who, though the 
avenging hand of justice was long delayed, has at last paid the highest 
penalty known to our laws, James Abram Garfield, the chosen head 
of his country, ıs silent clay. But in the memorable words used by 
him when the great Lincöln lay cold in death, ‘God reigns, and the 
Government at Washington still lives.” 

To you, Senators and Representatives, is entrosted the legislative 
department, to me the exécutive. In each lie large responsibilities. 
In the discharge of my duties my aim will be to strictly adhere to the 
constitution and oath L have just taken, and any errors committed will 
not be from any lack of effort to do right on the part of the executive. 


Z. F. MOODY, 


